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Literature Alive!
Most of us in the field of language arts can
remember the special teachers who fostered
our love for literature. These teachers were not
only responsible for making us lifelong
readers, but also were a force in guiding us
toward teaching as a career. In these
classrooms we learned that our lives and the
experiences we brought to the text were as
important as the text itself. Unfortunately, too
many students in our state find themselves in
classrooms where literature classes are
reduced to covering sections of a textbook or
basal.
What activities do you use to engage your
students? How have you been able to deal with
curriculum requirements of your school and
still bring the students' lives and interests into
the classroom? Have you had success with
literature circles, book clubs, collaborative
groups, or other types of student-led
discussion groups? What activities do you use
to take students beyond the text? Do you use
readers' theater or other performance-based
extensions? Do you have activities for a
particular piece of literature you could share?
For this issue we are interested in articlelength manuscripts that describe the teaching
of literature in your classroom, as well as
shorter pieces about successful strategies or
activities.
Deadline: May 15, 1997.
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Whole Language: Dead or Alive?
Many of us who consider ourselves whole
language teachers can remember the events
which led us from our more traditional
beginnings to the whole language philosophy.
Others of us have always been whole language
teachers, espousing the principles long before
they had a name. There was a time when
teachers were not afraid of the whole language
label. Now, many of us feel compelled to mask
the fact to wary administrators or an illinformed public.
As the political climate has changed, and
Hooked on Phonics has replaced Hooked on
Books, what can responsible whole language
teachers do?
For this issue we welcome manuscripts
about many topics and in many forms. What
do we mean when we say whole language?
What questions do you have about whole
language? Is whole language alive in your
district? What does your whole language
classroom look like? What makes the whole
language approach different from other
approaches? How does the whole language
theory translate into classroom practices?
What are the advantages or disadvantages of
whole language? Can you tell a classroom
story that describes the power of whole
language or problems with it? How can it help
individual students?
In what ways have you communicated to
parents or administrators about the power of
whole language?
Deadline: November 15, 1997.
Length: Four to twelve pages in MI.A format
(please include two copies}

Submit to:
Language Arts Journal of Michigan
Diana Mitchell/Macy
Dekker
Editors
The Writing Center
300 Bessey Hall
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI 48824
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Types of Submissions
Manuscripts, which should not exceed 15 typed,
single-sided, double-spaced pages, may take a
variety of forms:
• Descriptions of literacy instructional practices
that are based upon practical experience or
research.
• Descriptions of students' development as
language users.
• Narratives about learning-our own or
students'-which occurred either in the school
setting or elsewhere.
• Commentaries on or analyses of issues related to
literacy.
• Research reports and summaries of research
published elsewhere.
• Cartoons or graphics related
to literacy.
Peer Review Policy
Each submission will be reviewed by three of the
members of the MRA Editorial Review Board. At
least two of the three reviewers will perform roughly
the same role as the author; for example, when a
classroom teacher submits an article, at least two
of the reviewers will also be current classroom
teachers. Please enclose a two-sentence description
of yourself, including affiliation with local reading
council, if applicable.

(Neither membership in MRA
nor in a local council is required for
manuscript acceptance.)

Submission Requirements
All manuscripts should be prepared using
guidelines outlined in the Publication Manual of
the American Psychological Association. The first
page of the submission should contain the title and
the author's name, address, and phone numbers
(work and home); no identifying information should
appear anywhere else on the manuscript, since the
review process is anonymous.
Authors should submit five copies of articles
along with two stamped, self-addressed envelopes.
No manuscripts will be returned. Decisions about
manuscripts are normally made within two
months. High quality photographs - black and
white is preferable - pertaining to article topics
will be appreciated. Photos will be returned. Mail all
submissions to:

Mark Conley & Carmen Dykema
Editors
The Michigan Reading Journal

509 Erickson Hall
Michigan State University
East Lansing, Michigan 48824
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The Michigan Reading Association shall comply with all Federal laws and regulations prohibiting discrimination and with all requirements and regulations of the State of Michigan. It is the policy of the
Michigan Reading Association that no candidate or applicant for a position or office in this organization
shall, on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, creed or ancestry, age, sex, marital status, or
disability, be discriminated against, excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or otherwise
be subjected to discrimination in any program or activity for which the Michigan Reading Association is
responsible.
The President of the Michigan Reading Association, together with the Executive Committee, shall
ensure that Federal And State regulations are complied with and that any complaints are dealt with
promptly in accordance with law.
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